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quently lived as individuals, self-sufficiently. They suspected their
state government, which was for the most part in the hands of
men living close to the Atlantic* All the more they suspected the
proposed federal government, which seemed vast, remote* and
not likely to be attentive to the people's interests. The arguments
against the Constitution which had run through the state before
the convention were often fantastic, mere political folklore. The
federal district which was to be the seat of the government would
be an armed stronghold. The Pope of Borne might be elected
President of the United States* The absence of any religious test
would encourage the immigration to America of Jews, Pagans,
Mahometans, any one of whom might hold office. Many of the
delegates to the state convention were Presbyterians from the
north of Ireland (or from Ireland by way of Virginia) and fiercely
Protestant. The Baptists in North Carolina, as in Virginia, were
generally Antifederalist At least one of the members of the con-
vention at HiHsboro could not write Ms name, and there may have
been others, Al these circumstances combined to make the North
Carolina majority, in the state and in tie convention, instinctively
averse to any general government, and certainly to this one
offered for a quicker decision than they could give without more
knowledge and reflection.
• Willie Jones thought North Carolina should remain out of the
union for several years, till it could enter more nearly on its own
terms. But after the new government of the United States was set
up, with North Carolina regarded—though not altogether treated
—as a foreign state like any other, there was a prompt change in
North Carolina opinion. A second convention met at Fayetteville
on November 19,1789, and on the 21st ratified the Constitution by
a vote of 194 to 77.
Rhode Island,* where the conflict between the townspeople and
the "country party/9 particularly over paper money, had been so
intense that the state could not agree to send delegates to the
Federal Convention, held out in resentful isolation. But in 1790,
after the Senate had passed a bill severing commercial relations
between the United States and Rhode Island, a state convention
voted ob May 29, by a stubborn vote" of 84 to 82, to ratify the Con-
stitution and enter the United States. Washington, in a letter to
Governor Arthur Fenner of Rhode Island on June *4S handsomely
closed the long account. "Since the bond of union is now com-

